SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Like newborn infants, you must long for the
pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to
salvation, alleluia.
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 118.
RESPONSE:
Give praise to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy
endures forever.
1. Let the house of Israel say,
‘His mercy endures forever’.
Let the house of Aaron say,
‘His mercy endures forever’.
Let those who fear the Lord say,
‘His mercy endures forever’. ℟
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Live the Word
Mon 12 Apr (St Zeno of Verona, B)
Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2; John 3:1-8
A plan for life is good, but we need to be ready for
anything. In our spiritual lives we need to continually try
to balance our own sense of where we are and where
we are going with an absolute openness to the Spirit.

Tue 13 Apr (St Martin I, PM)
Acts 4:32-37; Psalm 93; John 3:7-15
Today our society is very far from reﬂecting the generous compassion of the early Christians. Where have
we gone wrong? All we can do is to continue trying to
live as lovingly and generously as Jesus' early followers.

2. The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds;
his right hand is exalted.
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds’.
I shall not die, I shall live
and recount the deeds of the Lord.
The Lord punished me, punished me severely,
but did not hand me over to death. ℟

Wed 14 Apr Liturgy of the Day

3. The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done,
a marvel in our eyes.
this is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice in it and be glad. ℟

Thu 15 Apr Liturgy of the Day

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. You believed, Thomas, because
you have seen me, says the Lord; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31.
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Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34; John 3:16-21
God sent his Son to us because he loves us and
wants us to be saved. His offer to us, in Jesus, is not
one of punishment. Rather, he offers us life. Let the
words of today’s Gospel resonate in your heart.
Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34; John 3:31-36
Dwell today in the landscape of deeper questions
and explore the mysteries of the one who came
from above. Listen attentively, and seek to hear and
understand his voice when he speaks in his Word.

Fri 16 Apr

Liturgy of the Day

Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27; John 6:1-15

Many of us use a GPS to ﬁnd the way to our destination.
This, of course, is useless on our journey to the kingdom.
The way we will follow to the heavenly kingdom is not
a path for our feet, but a faith journey of the heart.

Sat 17 Apr

Liturgy of the Day

Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33; John 6:16-21
Faith in the inﬁnite love of God helps us understand
that we are not alone in our suffering. The resurrection
was not a one-time event, but a pattern of how God
brings new life out of situations that appear hopeless.

Sun 18 Apr

3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 3:13-15.17-19; Psalm 4; Luke 24:35-48
Many of us ﬁnd it difﬁcult to see God in those different
to us in age, ethnicity, social standing, etc? In your
prayer, allow God to remove the veil that prevents you
from seeing God's presence in everyone you meet.
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; P=Pope; M=Martyr
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Easter Mercy

any countries around the world have
built into their legal systems the practice
of judicial pardon. Often this power of
pardon is lodged with the head of state – the
President, King/Queen
etc. Such pardons allow
a person to be relieved
of some or all of the
legal consequences
resulting from a
criminal conviction. It
is interesting to note
how the virtue of mercy
shapes the legal power
of pardon.
In the UK it is called
“The Royal prerogative
of mercy”, in Spain
“derecho de gracia”
(right of grace) and
in France, just “la
grace”. Sometime this
prerogative of mercy is
linked to speciﬁc events
in the public life of the
nation.
Easter
Mercy
surpasses presidential
pardons by a long
shot. Indeed, Easter
Mercy is not one among
a cluster of virtues.
Easter Mercy is a
revelation that God IS
Mercy by nature. Easter
Mercy is a revelation
that Jesus is Divine Mercy Incarnate. Easter
Mercy is a revelation that all followers of Jesus
live in Mercy. Mercy is part of our spiritual DNA.
That Mercy is part of the DNA of the Church is
highlighted by the gift of the Risen Lord in the
evening of the Resurrection to his assembled
disciples (minus Thomas!): “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained”. To be Christian is to live in a state of
Mercy: Mercy received and Mercy given; Mercy
celebrated and Mercy shared; Mercy preached
and Mercy practiced.

Mercy Incarnate was, in his passion and
death, denied mercy; in his Resurrection he
released the Spirit of Mercy on all humanity.
It is not surprising then to ﬁnd mercy in many
forms in many people,
even without explicit
knowledge of or faith
in Jesus himself.
Catholics have
traditional thought
in terms of spiritual
and corporal works of
mercy. In the Year of
Mercy (2016) there
was a sustained effort
to understand and live
in the spirit of divine
mercy. One lesson
which emerged from
the Year of Mercy is
that Mercy knows no
frontiers.
Mercy cannot be
Photo by Sharefaith from Pexels
limited to purely
spiritual matters; nor
can it be a private and
personal matter only.
Mercy drives people not
only to give food and
clothing to the poor but
to examine the roots of
poverty and to replace
ﬂawed structures with
structures which are
based on justice and
rights.
Last year Pope Francis published a new
encyclical “Fratelli Tutti/On Fraternity and
Social Friendship.” In that letter he urged
us to re-examine the roots of our social
relationships; where they are based exclusively
on the proﬁt motive he proposed an overhaul
of the institutions of the state in every area.
The Pope is working towards a culture of
mercy, compassion, kindness and tenderness
in every area of life. It is a vision that reminds
us of the “civilization of love” proposed by St
Pope Paul VI, and more importantly of Jesus
in the Sermon on the Mount.
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