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MODELS OF CONVERSION

2nd Sunday of Lent  Year C 
Divine Office: Week II  13 March 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Of you my heart has spoken. Seek his face. It is 
your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not your face 
from me.

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 27.

RESPONSE:
The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1. The Lord is my light and my salvation,
 whom shall I fear?
 The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
 whom should I dread? ℟
2. O Lord, hear my voice when I call;
 have mercy and answer me.
 Of you my heart has spoken,
 ‘Seek his face’. ℟
3. It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;
 hide not your face from me.
 Dismiss not your servant in anger;
 you have been my help. ℟
4. I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the Lord; be strong;
 be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord! ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17–4:1.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. From the 
shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: this is 
my beloved Son, hear him. Glory and praise to 
you, O Christ.

GOSPEL: Luke 9:28-36.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.

Ignatius of Loyola

St Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 14 Mar Liturgy of the Day
Daniel 9:4-10; Psalm 79; Luke 6:36-38
As friends grow to know and love each other, they 
begin to imitate each other in subtle and significant 
ways. Does friendship with Christ help us know a 
deeper sense of mercy and compassion?

Sun 20 Mar 3RD SUNDAY IN LENT  

Exodus 3:1-8,13-15; Psalm 103; Luke 13:1-9
The psalmist says that God's law is perfect and gives 
our soul refreshment. Many ideologies may promise 
the good life, but those worldly beliefs cannot com-
pete with the gift of God's word to us.

Fri 18 Mar  (St Cyril of Jerusalem, BD)
Genesis 37:3-4.12-13.17-28; Psalm 105; Matthew 21: 
33-43.45-46
Jesus lived and preached non-violence. If we are to 
follow Jesus we must cease desiring harm to come 
to those who insist on being an enemy.

Thu 17 Mar (St Patrick, B)   
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; Luke 16:19-31
How often do we cry out, “I can't do this, Lord! What 
are you asking of me?" God sometimes does seem to 
ask much of us, but perhaps God is prompting us to 
reach out to grasp the Lord's hand, to help us along.

Wed 16 Mar Liturgy of the Day
Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31; Matthew 20:17-28
We are all called to serve others, helping those 
most in need. Whatever our gifts, our wealth, our life 
circumstances we all have an equal opportunity 
to reach out to those most in need.

Tue 15 Mar Liturgy of the Day 
Isaiah 1:10.16-20; Psalm 50; Matthew 23:1-12
Humility sheds light on our vanities and mistakes, but 
it also empowers us for a life well-lived. It empties us 
of the lesser things, making room so that God may fill 
us with the good, the true and the beautiful.

Sat 19 Mar  ST JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF MARY
2 Samuel 7:4-5,12-14,16; Psalm 89; Luke 2:41-51

The example of St Joseph calls us to involve God in 
our decision making and life choices. Joseph over-
came fear and confusion by listening to the voice 
of God in his dreams.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor

Ignatius López de Oñaz was born in 
Loyola in 1491. The youngest of thirteen 
children, his baptismal name was Iñigo. 

It is not entirely clear when he began using 
Ignatius instead. He served 
as a page to a relative, 
Don Velázquez, and began 
enjoying the pursuits of 
courtly life – gambling, 
fenc ing,  danc ing and 
pursuing young women. 
Nonethe less ,  he s t i l l 
observed the requirements 
of sacramental life in the 
Catholic Church, likely 
more from custom than 
conviction.

Ignatius took great pride 
in his appearance and in 
proving his valour and 
chivalry. As a young man 
he took up arms and quickly 
rose in military influence. 
In 1521, he convinced 
the commander to fight to 
defend Pamplona despite 
being vastly outnumbered 
by the French. Shortly after 
the battle had begun, his 
right leg was shattered by 
a cannonball.

After his leg was attended 
to on the battlefield, he was 
carried back to his family 
home in Loyola. The leg 
had not been set well, and Ignatius opted to 
undergo surgery to break and reset the leg – all 
in an era before anaesthesia or antibiotics. The 
convalescence, which included a severe fever, 
took about nine months.

To pass the time Ignatius wanted to read 
novels, but the only two books in the house 
were a Life the Saints and a Life of Christ. 
Ignatius was so bored he decided that he would 
read these books. Between reading he found 
himself daydreaming. Initially his daydreams 
were mainly focused on returning to life at 
court, or imagining the battles he would win, 
and women he would woo.

But as time went by, thanks no doubt to 
the literature at hand, he began daydreaming 
about living the lives of the saints. Ignatius 
was still an ambitious young man and so he 

would imagine outdoing 
St Francis of Assisi or St 
Dominic in their saintly 
efforts. 

But Ignatius, with his 
gift for reflection, noticed 
something: that whilst 
he enjoyed both sets of 
daydreams immensely, 
there was a difference 
in his mood after the 
daydream was over. When 
he had been daydreaming 
about his former life, he 
was left feeling dry and 
listless, but when he had 
been focusing on living like 
the saints, contentment 
and inner peace remained.

Over time he began 
to wonder whether this 
wasn’t in fact the voice 
of God. The Life of Christ 
that he had been reading 
led him to visualise the 
actual places where Christ 
had been. He resolved 
to make a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, to place 
his feet where Christ had 
done. And so, after his 

recovery, he laid down his arms and took on 
the clothes of a pilgrim at the monastery of 
Montserrat from where he set off for the Holy 
Land. He was 31.

Ignatius’ legacy of the Spiritual Exercises 
and his classical teaching on discernment have 
their roots in those months convalescing in 
Loyola. In a sense, his physical recovery was 
a metaphor of the spiritual “recovery” that 
his conversion entailed, leading him, through 
his natural gifts of imagination and reflection, 
to a total commitment to Jesus Christ and, 
subsequently, his founding of the Society of 
Jesus – the Jesuits.

Help children develop a lifelong love for 
our Blessed Mother with 32 kid-friendly 
lessons and activities. This easy-to-use 
resource can help you teach memorably 
about Mary and invite your learners to 
deeper reflection and prayer. 

Here are just a few of the many Marian 
subjects covered: The meaning and 
origin of prayers and devotions; The 
meaning of the Immaculate Conception; 
Important events in Mary’s life; Mary’s 
titles, roles, and feasts; Her apparitions 
at Lourdes, Fatima, and elsewhere, and 
what they mean for each of us.
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