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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and divinity, and wisdom and strength 
and honour. To him belong glory and authority 
for ever and ever.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 23.

RESPONSE:
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd;
 there is nothing I shall want.
 Fresh and green are the pastures
 where he gives me repose. ℟
2. Near restful waters he leads me;
 he revives my soul.
 He guides me along the right path,
 for the sake of his name. ℟
3. You have prepared a table before me
 in the sight of my foes.
 My head you have anointed with oil;
 my cup is overfl owing. ℟
4. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
 all the days of my life.
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
 for length of days unending. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our 
father David that is coming! Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The Lord sits as King forever. The Lord will bless his 
people with peace.

❈

❈
CHUR C H  OF  TH E  WOR D

Solemnity of Christ the King  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week II  22 November 2020

Feast of Christ the King

Jesus Separates the Goats & Sheep, mosaic in the 
Basilica of Sant’ Apollinare in Ravenna, Italy
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 

R200 plus delivery

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Ab=Abbot; Pr=Priest; V=Virgin; M=Martyr

Mon 23 Nov (St Columban, Ab)
Revelation 14:1-5; Psalm 24; Luke 21:1-4
Every act of compassion and service, every prayer, 
or every healing is an emphatic statement that 
Jesus is alive and in our midst. May we live what 
we believe!

Sun 29 Nov IST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1.3-8; Psalm 80; Mark 13:33-37
During Advent we prepare to celebrate God 
among us, in Jesus' incarnation. Spend this Advent 
fi nding God in the people you meet – the poor, 
strangers, at work and at home.

Sat 28 Nov  Liturgy of the Day
Revelation 22:1-7; Psalm 95; Luke 21:34-36
Today Jesus urges us to slow down, and to look 
within. Create room for stillness, silence and soli-
tude in your life and experience God’s presence 
in a real way.

Fri 27 Nov  Liturgy of the Day
Revelation 20:1-4.11–21:2; Psalm 84; Luke 21:29-33
“Most of us were taught that God would love us if 
and when we change. In fact, God loves you so 
that you can change. What makes you desirous of 
change is the experience of love." – Richard Rohr

Thu 26 Nov Liturgy of the Day  
Rev 18:1-2.21-23; 19:1-3.9; Psalm 100; Luke 21:20-28
There's an old saying: what you take without grati-
tude makes you a thief. Perhaps there's a little thief 
in each of us! What do we take for granted, for that 
which we take for granted cannot truly bless us?

Wed 25 Nov (St Catherine of Alexandria, VM)
Revelation 15:1-4; Psalm 98; Luke 21:12-19
Today we are reminded to look for what is of worth in 
situations we deem worthless, to fi nd the good in what 
we think ought to be discarded and to fi nd some-
thing to thank God for, even if the day seems dismal.

Tue 24 Nov Ss Andrew Dung-Lac, Pr & com-
panions, Ms   Rev 14:14-19; Psalm 96; Luke 21: 5-11

Many of us like to think that we are in control of our 
lives, but we are not. When we let go and allow God 
to rule our minds and hearts, we can be assured that 
our lives will take a different – but exciting – course.

Reading and interpreting the Bible can be 
quite challenging and diffi cult. That’s why 
we have to ACE it!

ACE stands for Action, Characters, Effects.
First, we look 

at any kind of 
Action going on. 
Of course, there 
may be a big event 
unfo ld ing,  l ike 
the crucifi xion of 
Jesus. But often, 
the action taking 
place is not so 
dramatic. Either 
way, the trick is 
to isolate the verbs 
in the text, the 
“doing words” as 
some of us may 
have been taught 
in school.

N e x t ,  w e 
e x a m i n e  t h e 
Characters in the 
text. Who is doing 
something, saying something, thinking something 
– good or bad?

Finally, we explore the Effects this text has. The 
fi rst way to do that is to see what, if any, effects 
take place in the story’s characters themselves, 
as their experience may well be applicable to 
us. And if there are no effects on people in the 
story per se, then we simply ask the question: 
what effect does this passage of Scripture have 
on me; on us? How does it challenge, inspire, 
motivate or call to prayer, to works of justice, 
mercy or charity?

We learn by doing. Take today’s Gospel text 
for Christ the King, Matthew 25:31-46.

The primary ACTION in this passage is all 
about the last judgement. Consider the verbs. 
Jesus “comes” in glory, “escorted” by angels. He 
“takes” his seat. The nations are “assembled”, 
and then people are “separated” like sheep and 
goats. Mighty actions indeed. But all based on 
the simple, immediate, down-to-earth actions 
of people during their life: giving; welcoming; 
clothing; visiting … or not.

Who are the CHARACTERS in the text? Firstly, 
Jesus. Also, his disciples who are listening to him. 
Then there are the characters in the story: Son 
of Man in glory; angels; nations of humankind 

(described either as 
sheep or goats). 

The heart of the 
story is equally full of 
characters: hungry 
peop le ,  th i rs ty , 
sick, imprisoned 
and so on.  The 
implication is that, 
while these may be 
generalisations, the 
one being judged 
is fi nally reminded 
whom exactly they 
reached out to in 
compass ion ,  o r 
whom they ignored. 
A n d  t h e n  t h e 
greatest character 
of all in this text: 
Jesus himself! Jesus 
identifi es himself in 

the story with every category of human being 
who is in need.

The EFFECTS in the story itself are quite 
spectacular: virtuous people are welcomed into 
eternal life and merciless ones are sent to eternal 
punishment. But remember, Jesus tells the story 
for the effect he wants it to have on his listeners, 
including us today. How do I respond to the 
message? How do I feel about people who are 
hungry, thirsty, cold, homeless, or sick? What 
responses does this passage elicit in me? An 
examination of conscience perhaps? Or a desire 
to change? To be more generous? Get involved in 
a charitable project?

To ACE a passage of the Bible means to explore 
all its aspects, especially to study its characters 
and see what action is going on (and remember, 
sometimes the only action may simply be Jesus 
speaking, or St Paul writing). But then the all-
important “so what?” question. That’s where 
effect comes in. What effect does it have on me, 
on us, today?

The Gospels tell us that when 
Jesus had been tempted in the 
wilderness, and was utterly 
exhausted, angels came and 
ministered to him. Katharine Smith 
has written this book to bring 
hope and courage to all those 
who suffer in the wilderness of 
depression, and those who live 
with them and love them. 


