
 

My dear friends 

I trust that you are all well and busy preparing yourselves 

spiritually for the celebration of our Lord’s Birthday. I hope that 

you will be fortunate enough to be spending Christmas with 

family and friends and that you will give importance to attend (as 

a family wherever possible) the Christmas Eucharistic 

celebrations and Carol singing. 

Another year of our lives has rushed by and has brought with it 

mixed fortunes for most of us. The celebration of Christmas must 

remind us of the reality that God himself, in Jesus Christ, became 

a human being like us (in all but sin) and has experience of the 

joys and pains of life. This reality should give us trust and faith 

in the God-with-us, the Emmanuel who walks with us on our 

Christian journey. 
 

This year has been a very successful year in so far as the people 

in our parish have once again proven to be an incredible support 

not only to me but to the church and our parishioners.  My sincere 

thanks and appreciation to all our parishioners who assist in 

whatever way they can.  Our parish can only survive with the help 

of everyone who perform so many duties. 

In 2017 we completed alterations to the Presbytery building 

under the keen and watchful eye of experts, kept maintenance of 

the gardens and other buildings in check and built a new grotto. 

Next year we hope to complete the parking area on the west 

boundary of the church property.   We are so very grateful to the 

members of this parish who are so generous in their donations.  It 

does make one very secure to know the finances of the parish are 

in good order.  We have managed to make our monthly 

commitments to the Archdiocese and to our sister parish, The 

Church of the Beatitudes in Zwavelpoort. 
 

We have had numerous baptisms (62), 1st Holy Communions 

(25), Confirmations (34), funerals (22) and weddings (4) that 

have kept us busy and thank you to all who made these 

sacraments as successful as they were. 
 

Duty lists for readers, Eucharistic ministers and altar servers have 

been diligently provided.  Tea each Sunday brings parishioners 

together.  The musicians never let a Mass go by without their 

wonderful music.  The CWL help provide meals and clothes for 

those less fortunate in our community.  The altar is always 

immaculate with the constant help of the sacristans and flower  

 

 

 

 

 

ladies.  Funds raisers this year have been well supported and 

enjoyed by all. 

 

My visit to Poland was most enjoyable especially being there for 

my dear mother’s 92nd birthday!  I spent a week at my old 

seminary catching up with former colleagues which was 

wonderful and it gave me time for reflection.  
 

2018  

If any of you would consider helping in various areas we are 

always looking for parishioners to join in a dynamic team of 

volunteers.  The music group need musicians and the Catechism 

Portfolio are urgently looking for teachers for 2018. It is a 

wonderful position to hold and lead our children in the way of the 

Lord so in their adult life they will have something to hold onto.  

Please consider joining these groups which will be under the 

guidance of Francis Ward and Elmain Smit. 

Ushers are also needed for the Saturday evening Mass, Sunday 

07h30 and Sunday 18h00. 

This will include handing out the bulletin and finding seats for 

parishioners.  There is no training for this so please if you can 

assist please do so. 
 

We have said farewell to a number of parishioners and it is 

especially noted that our dear Frank Alton has retired from 

Catechetics and Chris Botha (Chairman) due to a heavy work 

load has left the post of Chairman of the PPC.  They have served 

the parish diligently and we always wish them well. 

To all our new parishioners, welcome to St. John Fisher we hope 

your stay with us will be a happy and spiritual one! 

 

CAKE RAFFLE WINNERS: 
Christmas Cake:   James Moore and Emilia Peres 

Turkey:  Julie Strydom and Patrick Agbanu 

Gammon:   Monica Myburgh and Brian Hundermark 

Congratulations to you all! 
FUNERAL OF LEON MYBURG 

This will take place on Friday 29th December 2017.  Leon and 

Monica have been parishioners at St. John Fisher all their married 

life and we send our sincere condolences to Monica and her 

family.  May his soul rest in peace after his long illness.   

God bless.  

 

 

 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
The Christmas tree represents the original Tree of Paradise; 

the burning bush which spoke to Moses; the family tree of 

Jesse from which Jesus was born; the life-giving tree of the 

cross of Christ; and the tree which St. John the Apostle saw 

in the Book of Revelations whose leaves were medicine for the 

people.  Because it is green year-round, the evergreen tree 

represents hope.  Its needles and its narrow crest point 

upward, turning  
our thoughts to heaven.  Because the tree is cut down and then 

put up again in our homes and shops, it is a symbol of Christ’s 

resurrection. 

Tinsel is the thin, metallic strands that are used in Christmas 

decorations.  A legend tells of a poor, faithful family who 

wished to decorate a Christmas tree in honour of the Christ 

Child but who had no money for decorations.  In the night, 

spiders came and spun webs across the tree.  Then the Christ 

Child, honouring the family’s faith, turned the threads into 

silver.  When we want to give our all to Christ, but we think 

that we have nothing of value to give, God gives value to our 

offerings.  God does not measure worth by world standards but 

by spiritual ones.  Give Christ your all and He will consider it 

more precious than gold. (Adapted from St. John Vianney 

Catholic Church website) 
 

I would like to wish you all a very blessed and holy Christmas 

and a wonderful and successful New Year.   
 

Yours in Christ 
 

 

 

 

 

Father Bogdan Wilkaniec (SChr) 

 


