SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The merciful love of the Lord ﬁ lls the earth; by the
word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.
FIRST READING: Acts 4:8-12.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 118.
RESPONSE:
The stone that the builders rejected has become
the cornerstone.
1. Give praise to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in man;
it is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes. ℟
2. I will thank you, for you have answered,
and you are my saviour.
the stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done,
a marvel in our eyes. ℟
3. Blest is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
You are my God, I praise you.
My God, I exalt you.
Give praise to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-2.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. I am the good shepherd, says the
Lord; I know my own, and my own know me. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: John 10:11-18.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life
for his sheep and willingly died for his ﬂock, alleluia.

T H E

Mon 26 Apr Liturgy of the Day
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 42; John 10:1-10
At any time and any place we can be surprised by
the unanticipated sense of God's nearness. These
moments call us to prayer. Listen closely for God's
voice in every part of your life.

Tue 27 Apr Liturgy of the Day
Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87; John 10:22-30
Sheep are utterly dependent on the sheepherder
for food, water and protection. In your prayer, allow
our Shepherd to care for you, nudge you in the right
direction and lead you to fresh pasture.

Wed 28 Apr (St Pius V, P)
Acts 12:24–13:5; Psalm 67; John 12:44-50
It is so tempting to think that if we attach a name to
something, it means we really know and understand
it. Not true. To really encounter God we have to be
willing to stop, lean in and gaze in awe.

Thu 29 Apr St Catherine of Siena, VD
Acts 13:13-25; Psalm 89; John 13:16-20
God shows kindness to us even though we are often
unaware of it. Take the time today to reﬂect on the
times you have been the recipient of kindness, then
go and pass it foreward.

Fri 30 Apr

Books from Redemptorist Pastoral Publications

OUR LADY MOTHER OF AFRICA

Acts 1:12-14; Luke 1:46-55; John 2:1-11

Jesus was deserted by his friends and followers,
tortured, and suffered a painful death on the cross.
But his mother stood by him to the end, and she will
do so for us too in our time of need.

(St Joseph the Worker)

Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 98; John 14:7-14
And all knowledge is vain save when there is work,
and all work is empty save when there is love; and
when you work with love you bind yourself to yourself, and to one another, and to God – Kahlil Gibran.

Fr Cyril celebrated 50 years as a priest
in November 2020 and this book has
been compiled as a tribute to him and
his amazing life.

Sun 2 May

R300 plus delivery

But beyond that, to experience them with “heart-sight”, as he does.

Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Redemptorist
Publications
SouthAfrica

A H E A D

Live the Word

Sat 1 May
A book of paintings by deafblind RabbiPriest Cyril Axelrod with reflections on
each painting by friends who know him.

“Cyril has never seen a single painting
which he himself created. Instead, he
invites you to use your own gift of
eyesight to see them.

W E E K

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22; John 15:1-8
Sensitivity is an often neglected virtue, but it is a
beautiful one. It enables us to reach out to others
and invite those who may feel alone to become
part of our group.
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
P=Pope; V=Virgin; D=Doctor
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Easter Vocations

s you know, this is “Year B” in the liturgical
go to look after us, to help us, restore us and
calendar. It is interesting, though, that invite us to share Divine Life.
in all three years (A,B,C) the Gospel is
It is worthwhile pondering the meaning of
taken from the 10th Chapter of the Gospel vocation as it works out in our personal lives. It
of John. And, one way or another, all three seems well established in the Christian tradition
Gospel texts are about
that vocations evolve,
the Good Shepherd.
they deepen and ﬁnd
Reading Chapter 10 of
new expressions as we
John’s Gospel, it is easy
make our journey of
to see why the Church
faith.
calls this day both Good
We may have heard
Shepherd Sunday and
of Mother Teresa of
Vocations Sunday.
Kolkata’s “vocation
In Year A Jesus
within a vocation” as
describes himself as the
she responded in a
gate of the sheepfold
new way to the call
by which the sheep
of the Lord in service
enter; he says that he
of the poorest of the
has come so that we
poor. Many people also
may have life and have
experience a personal
it to the full.
call to grow in a
In year B (this Suncertain form of prayer
day) Jesus describes
and relationship with
Photo by Sharefaith from Pexels
himself as the Good
God. We are surely not
Shepherd who lays
meant to get stuck as
down his life for his
adults in some ways of
sheep.
praying which we found
I n Y e a r C Jesu s
helpful in our teens.
reminds us that “the
The same is vividly
sheep that belong to
true of ministry. Time
me listen to my voice;
and again, individuals
I know them and they
are called to a new form
follow me”.
of ministry, almost like
When we talk about
a career change but
Vocations, especially
always for the sake of
this Sunday, we focus
the Gospel. The events
on the Vocati on of
of daily life change and
Service as experienced
we can feel the call to
The Calling of St Matthew by James
in the Priesthood or
a
new form of witness,
Tissot, Brooklyn Museum, New York
Religious Life. The
just as we often develop
bigger picture, of course, is that every Christian new relationships. Vocation is a dynamic reality
has a sacred vocation or calling through which springs from an authentic inner life.
being baptised into Christ, King, Priest and
Of course, today we pray for our pastors
Prophet. It is impossible to be a full Christian
and for many more to serve the Lord with
without having care and concern for others.
gladness; we pray for our Religious, men and
Responsibility for one another is part of being
women, but we need not forget to pray for a
human long before we begin to think in terms deepening of our own vocation, whatever it
of this or that religion.
may be. May the Lord complete what he has
In Jesus we get a glimpse of how far God will begun in us.
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